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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


Reported 
number of 
subscribers. 


Dates of papers received 
and examined for the 
week, 


REMARKS, 


— 


OoSCeo"Aaanrkh wd 


Weekly. 
“ Banganivasi’ ... .. | Calcutta i 5,000 
‘*Bangavasi’’... | Ditto ‘ 20,000 
ee ... | Ditto ‘a 800 
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‘Sanjivani' ss... | Ditto vis 8,000 
“Som Prakash ” | Ditto re 800 
Daily. 
‘‘Banga Vidya Prakashika”’ | Ditto ». |About 350 


@ 03 = 


BEenGALi. 


‘¢Dainik-o-Samachar Chan- 
drika.”’ 


‘‘Samvad Prabhakar” sv 
‘‘Samvad Purnachandrodaya’”’ 


‘Sulabh Dainik”’ aes 
Hinp1. 
Weekly. 
‘* Bharat Mitra”’ a 


‘‘ Hindi Bangavasi” ae 


PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
‘¢ Hublul Mateen ”’ aa 


Urpv. 
Weekly. 
‘‘Darassaltanat and Urdu 


Guide.” 
“General and Gauhariasfi” 


CaLCUTTA. 


BENGALI. 
Fortnightly. 

“ Bankura Darpan”’ es 
|‘ Ulubaria Darpan ” sab 
Weekly, 

‘‘ Burdwan Sanjivani ” oe 

“Chinsura Vartavaha” _,. 
* Education Gazette” ce 
Banaati. 

Weekly. 


66 Murshidabad Hitaishi i eee 
“ Murshidabad Pratinidhi 
46 Pratikar’”’ eee 


12th September, 1896. 
16th ditto. 


1lth ditto. 
12th ditto. 


12th ditto. 

9th ditto. 
11th ditto. 
12th ditto. 


llth, 12th and 14th to 
16th September, 1896. 


13th to 17th September, 
1896. 


Ditto i 1,260 | 11th, 14th and 16th Sep- 
4 | tember, 1896. 
wv ; 
Ditt® : : ni | 200 | 11th, 12th and 14th to 17th 
| September, 1896. 
| 
Ditto ses | Read by 10th, 12th and 14th to 16th’ 
| 3,000 | September, 1896. 
| 
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Burdwan ... | About 250 | sth ditto. 
Chinsura a 660 | 18th ditto. 
Hooghly - 1,145 | 11th ditto. 
Presipency Divis10n. 
pe urehidabed 0c 826 
erfam pore Sis 200 | llth —_ dit 
Ditto a 603 | 11th dite. 


Temporarily disconti- 
nued from May, 
1896. 


ian 


Nee 
rr ce eee 
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Dates of papers received 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. number of and examined for the REMARKS. 
| subscribers. | _ week. 
Orissa Division. 
Unrya. 
Monthly. 
] | ‘¢ Brahma ~ eee Cuttack eee 160 
9 | “Indradhanu” | Ditto see +0 i 
g | “ Shikshabandhu” ee | Ditto en si 
4 | ‘Utkalprabha” ...| Mayurbhunj ee peneie a Only six coples have 
_ issued since 
the paper was re- 
Weekly. ‘vived & January 
1894. Some 200 
1 | ‘‘Sambalpur Hitaishini” ...; Bamra in the Central ese Ist, 8th, 15th and 22nd {| copies of each issue 
Provinces. July, 13596. are said to have 
9 | *Samvad Vahika” »». | Balasore oon 190| 2nd, 9thl, 6th and 28rd been circulated, but 
July, 1896. no subscribers have 
been registered. 
g |“ Uriya and Navasamvad”...| Ditto oes 809} Ist, 8th, 16th and 22nd | This paperis said to 
7 July, 1896. have some circula- 
4 |“ Utkai Dizika” . | Cuttack si 480 | 4th, llth, 18th and 26th | tion in the Division, 
July, 1896. but the number of 
Patna Division. subscribers could 
Hinpt. not be ascertained. 
Monthly. 
) |“ Bihar Bandhu” .. | Bankipur as 600 
Weekly. 
| 93 sd t 
1 | “Aryavarta Dinapur isi 1,000 | 12th September, 1896. 
Urvv. 
| Weekly. 
y |“ Akbbar-i-Al Punch” _,.. | Bankipur i 600 | 10th _— ditto. 
9 | ‘Gaya Punch”’... oe. | Gaya ees 400 | 7th ditto. 
RaJssHan1 Division. 
BENGALI. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Hindu Ranjika” »». | Boalia, Rajshahi 195 | 9th ditto. 
9 |“ Rangpur Dikprakash” ...| Kakina, Rangpur... 180 
HInp1. 
Monthly. 
1 | ‘Darjeeling Mission ke Masik| Darjeeling 600 | September, 1896, It is said that 550 
Samachar Patrika.” copies of the paper 
Dacca Division. are printed each 
BENGALI. month. Out of this 
number, 150 copies 
Fortnightly. are distributed 
: among the subscri- 
1 | “« Kasipur Nivasi” ... | Kasipur, Barisal __... 244 bers, and the rest 
sold to the public at 
Weekly. three pies per copy. 
‘“ Barisal Hitaishi’’ Barisal pe 11th September, 1896. 
4 * Charu Mihir” Mymensingh 900 | 7th ditto. 
3 |‘ Dacca Prakash ” Dacca ue 2,400 | 13th ditto. 
4 | “Saraswat Patra” *...{ About 440/12th ditto. 
5 |“ Vikrampur” Lauhajangha, Dacca... 240 | 10th _— ditto, 
EnGiisH aND BEnaGatl. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Dacca Gazette” Dacca oo 500 | 14th ditto. 
Cuittacone Division. 
BENGALI. | 
Fortnightly. | 
1 |“ Tripura Prakash ” Comilla 700 
Weekly. 
‘Sansodhini” ... Chittagong ee 120 
AssaM. 
BEnGALl. 
Fortnightly. 
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1Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION, 
(a)— Police. 


ts reorng hn Eee ei, ai 68 lr 
epte © me 
The Police Resolution for 1895. exe ada the J et Gaverice down to 
nsvector-General, every body is delighted with the working of the Provin- 
tial Poltoe during the year i805.” Mr. Henry has been thanked by the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor for his zealous and efficient administration of the department, 
and he in his turn has lavished praises on his subordinates, We are really 
ished to see all this. ' — 
ag ‘teenie the cases of alleged extortion by police officers, and specially 
as regards such of those cases as occurred in the Mymensingh district, the 
Lieutenant-Governor appears to think that they were the result of combination 
against the police. His Honour thinks that the police were not to blame in 
those cases, because most of the charges could not be brought home to the 
accused. This is asad mistake, due to want of experience. In Mymensingh 
there is no conspiracy against the police. Nor does anybody there come 
forward to lodge a complaint against the — without sufficient grounds. 
People seck the protection of the law only when police oppression becomes un- 
bearable to them. That the cases broke down is no proof that they were false. 
The public have their doubts about the fairness of the trials which were held in 
those cases. Under Mr. Earle all cases against the police in the Mymensingh 
district were tried by Mr. Radice. There were at the time in Mymensingh 
many officers more able and experienced than Mr. Radice, but none of them 
received power from the Magistrate to try cases against the police. Whatever 
Mr. Earle’s secret object may have been, the result of the a:rangement he made 
for the trial of cases against the police was disastrous. Mr. Radice’s manner 
of deciding such cases astonished everybody. He not only dismissed those 
cases, but also awarded compensation to the accused police officers, and, in 
most cases, ordered the complainants to be prosecuted under section 211 of the 
Penal Code. The District Judge, Mr. Harding, was moved against these 
orders. The Judge strongly disapproved of Mr. Radice’s treatment of these 
cases, and brought the matter to the notice of the High Court. The High 
Court agreed witii Mr. Harding, and Mr. Earle was compelled to withdraw 
his order empowering Mr, Radice to dispose of all cases against the police in 
the district. If the Lieutenant-Governor had known all this, he would have 
had - —_— in seeing why cases against the police are not generally 
successful. 

2. A correspondent of the same paper says that though there are an 
outpost and a large number of chaukidars 1n village 
Astagram, in the en Lange y ee * the 
Mymensingh district, the number of badmashes 18 
daily increasing in that mes 4 and A pression ‘of women has become very 
common. Some respectable people of Purvapara encourage these badmashes, 
and it was owing to the help lent them by these bhadralog that the case which 
was instituted when Babu Kailas Govinda Das was the Subdivisional Officer 
fellthrough. People do not lodge complaints against them, because they know 
that they will not be able to prove the charges. The chaukidars have com- 
pletely stopped their night rounds. The Subdivisional Officer should pay a 
visit to the village and devise means for the suppression of the badmashes. 

3. The Burdwan Sanjivant of the 8th September observes that His 

Honour’s motive in issuing the Barisal notification 
is praiseworthy. ‘I'he Backergunge police fails to 
detect murderers with their firearms. Police inefficiency has made the lives 
of the people insecure. ‘This is the reason why the Lieutenant-Governor has 
been compelled to adopt severe measures. [t is undoubtedly his belief that, 
if the granting of passes is stopped, intending murderers will get no firearms 
to carry out their intention. This does not appear to us to be sound reasoning. 
It is extremely doubtful if those who commit murder for money take out licenses 
for the firearms which they use. They will not at all be inconvenienced by the 
notification. ‘They will secretly secure firearms and will use them as before 
Without the chance of being detected by the police. The notification will cause 


Badmashes in a vilige in the 
Mymensingh district. 


The Barisal notification. 


CHarv MIHIR, 
Sept. 7th, 1896, 


CHARU MIHIR. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 


Sept. Sth, 1896, 
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great hardship to those who keep firearms either for sporting purposes or for the 
purpose of defending themselves against thieves and dacoits, or against the 
attacks of wild animals. Thieves and dacoits fear firearms. . The Lieutenant- 
Governor’s notification will make them bold and lively. Wild animals will 
commit their ravages without check or hindrance. It isto be hoped that the 
Lieutenant-Governor will reconsider his measure and order the granting of the 
licenses only to fit persons. 


4, A correspondent of the same paper complains that the feeder road to 
Searsole inthe Raniganj subdivision of the Burdwan 
district is infested by highway men. Only a few 
days ago two orthree men armed with Jathis fell upon three or four passers- 
by at night, but as the latter were not quite defenceless, they escaped after 
receiving a few blows from their assailants. About nine or ten years ago this 
road was dangerous to belated passengers, and a police outpost was placed there 
for their protection. So long as the police outpost was there no highwa 
robbery was heard of, but now that the outpost has been abolished the road 
has become the camping ground of highway robbers. Steps should be taken 
to clear this road of these marauders. Either a police outpost should be located 
there, or the Raniganj police should make arrangements for the patrolling of 
the road at night. 

5. The Hitavadi of the 11th September says that Serampore is not only 


_ fortunate in its Subdivisional Officer, but also in its 
fen ean ber, Assistant Superin- Assistant Police Superintendent, Mr. Bamber. When 
endent of Police, Seram pore. | - ; 

Mr. Bamber travels by carriage, he makes the Police 
Sub-Inspector who accompanies him travel on the coach-box. How can 
Mr. Bamber expect after this that the public will have any respect for Police 
Sub-Inspectors? His temper is also very violent. ‘‘he other day he chased 
the station-master of Singur, cudgel in hand, because the latter had not detained 
atrain for him. The poor station-master fled for his life and concealed himself. 
These are the men who are eutrusted with the task of keeping the peace in the 
country. 


6. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 12th September says that Jhenidah in 
A beastly sect of religious men. the Jessore district and several villages inthe Nadia 
dicants in the Jessore and Nadia district are infested by a sect of religious mendi- 
districts. cants called pancharasi Nard, who feed themselves 
on all sorts of human evacuations. By holding out hopes of curing diseases, 
they are making large numbers of illiterate men and women converts to their 
beastly religion. When cholera breaks out in the districts, the mischief which 
is done by them becomes simply incalculable. They give people some oil or 
water sanctified by manira to drink and then tell them to go and eat whatever 
they like. Large numbers of men:and women die in consequence of following 
this advice. Government should suppress this beastly sect. 
7. A correspondent who professes to be a relative of Bepin Behari Datta, 


ai ae ia a the man alleged to have been murdered by two 
Aegade te " * durwans of Swarna Bai at her instigation, writes in 

the Hataishi of the 15th September, complaining that no pleader on the side of 
the deceased was admitted to the Coroner’s inquest, and that he himself was 
made to leave the Coroner’s Court by Inspector Siddheswar Chatterji of Burtala 
thana. The pleaders of the accused were, however, allowed to come in. Is 


there any one who can explain the inexplicable conduct of the Inspector ? 


Highway robbery in Searsole. 


(b)— Working of the Courts, 


8. <A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 7th September complains 
A complaint against the Sarishta. hat though there is a circular order of the High 


dar of the Mymensingh Judge's Court to the effect that “the number of copyists 


licensed (in a civil court) must not be greater than 
heed ag Dae der ordinary circumstances, of each seth coer earning at 
east Ns. 12 and of each English copyist Rs. 20 per month,” and that ‘the 


number of copyists in each office must be so reduced rin 
ce as t 
- be up to = rescribed minimum,” Babu Kri es Bog Scieu © 
ymensingh Judge’s Court, while distributing fees to the copyists in July 


last laid down that an English copyist should get only two rupees more than a 
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nacular copvist, that is tosay, if a vernacular copyist received Rs. 12, an 
Enclish copyiak shoul get only Rs. 14. It is hoped that the District Judge 
will see that the High Court’s order is not violated in his office. 
9. The Sahachar of the 9th September has the sg i — 

During his late tour Sir Alexander Mackenzie 

The proposed extension of the held out greater hopes to Mymensingh than to 
= oo Faridpur in the matter of the extension of the 
jury system. But His Honour should make no ey em between those two 
districts. The people of Faridpur are as muc advanced in education and 
knowledge of local self-government as the people of Mymensingh, and ably 
advocated their cause before the Ju Commission. I'he system should be 
introduced both in Mymensingh and in ‘aridpur, as both are equally advanced 

istricts. 
wee The Sulabh Dainik of the 10th September has the following :— 

How long will Mr. Westmacott remain a Divisional 

Mr. Garrett's treatment of @ (Commissioner? It is owing to him that many 
siting osname ejucated Deputy Mayistrates are unnecessarily 
censured. Acting under his orders, Mr. Garrett, District Magistrate of Nadia, 
wanted Babu Jogendra Nath Banerji, a ay Magistrate under him, to deal 
with accused persons in accordance with Sir Charles Elliott's circular, but 
Jogendra Babu said he could deal with accused persons only in accordance 
with the law. It is said that Mr. Garrett is, for this reason, secretly endeavour- 
ing to bring Babu Jogendra Nath into discredit with the Government. One 
could hardly believe this, if the Civilians of the present day were not men 
capable of ioe anything. It is thought that neither Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
nor his Chief Secretary will do injustice to Jogendra Babu. Cannot Mr. Garrett 
be transferred to some other district ? 

11. The Pratikar of the 11th September complains that the First Munsif 

: 3 of Berhampur is very slow in disposing of cases. 

ithe First Munsif of Berham- He has not delivered judgment in a case for arrears 

<ieus of rent although three months have passed after its 
hearing. 

12. The Hitavadi of the 11th September writes as follows :— 

pees ears One of our charges against Maulvi Fazlal —— 

somous charge against Maulv! was that he had procured some young girls b 

ee unlawful means. Mr. Luttman-J Psy va Mi | 
this charge to be utterly unfounded. But two plaints have lately been filed 
which completely bear us out. The complainants accuse the Maulvi and some 
others of having kidnapped their infant daughters. The plaint of one of the 
two complainants, Saju Bibi, was filed more than three months ago. After 
repeated postponements, the deposition of the complainants’ witnesses was taken 
on the 23rd July last. A primd facie case has been made out. Though no 
summons had been issued against the accused, one pleader and several mukhtars 
cross-examined the complainants’ witnesses on behalf of the accused. The 
pleader even declared that the two girls referred to in the plaints had been 
married to Bisai and Dinmahmud, sons of a female servant of the Maulvi. 
The plaintifi’s pleader requested the Court to record this admission; but the 
Court refused to do so, as the accused’s pleader had produced no formal rakalat- 
nama. After taking the deposition of witnesses, the Court recorded the opinion 
that it was necessary to see the two girls, and issued warrants against them. 

Now, it is simply impossible for the complainants to produce the two girls. 
From the admission made by the accused’s pleader, it is clear that the two girls 
are under the Maulvi’s custody. He can, therefore, produce them if he likes. 
If he had no bad intention in having the two girls brought to him, why does 
not he, a public servant, produce them ? 

But suppose the two girls cannot be found, will the case break down? 
Cannot the trial go on even without the production of the girls? Will it be 
to the credit of Government if a poor helpless woman, accusing a powerful 
Deputy Magistrate of a grave offence, cannot obtain justice on account of 
technical objections raised by a law Court? 

Forty-two witnesses have been named in the plaint, and the charges are 
under sections 363, 368, 372 and 378 of the Indian Penal Code, ‘The case 
is, therefore, not one to be made light of, 
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It is only under extreme provocation that a poor person ventures to brin 
a charge against a powerful man. It is on this ground that we seek the inter- 
ference of Government in this matter. When the two girls are in British 
territory, there is no reason why they should not be found out. 

The cases in question can certainly be compounded by the payment of some 
money. But such a settlement of the matter will not at all be satisfactory to 
the public, for the accused in this case is one in authority, and an offence 
committed by one in authority is more to be regretted than one committed by 
a private person. We know that Mr. Luttman-Johnson will try his best to 
screen the Maulvi. But if the Maulvi be really guilty, such screening will 
diminish the people’s faith in Government. We, therefore, solicit a public 
enquiry into the matter, and we have every hope that under Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie’s regimé justice will be done in cases like these. 


13. The same paper heard good accounts of Mr. Lister, the young 
civilian Subdivisional Officer of Serampore. His 
conduct in the Rishra affair gave evidence of 
discretion and presence of mind, and awakened 
the hope that he would become a good officer in time. fut an act of his 
reported in the Bengalee newspaper has dashed all those hopes to the ground. 

On the 20th July last a man took a paper to the writer-constable of the 
Chatra outpost, which contained an order that the register of births and 
deaths should be delivered to him. The paper bore the Magistrate’s signature, 
but no seal. The bearer was not known to the writer-constable, and was not 
dressed in chaprasi’s uniform. The Magistrate had also never before asked 
for the register. Ali this made the police officer suspicious about the 
authenticity of the order. As the constable did not know English, he told the 
bearer to procure a Bengali translation of the order from the thana, Instead 
of doing this, the chaprasi went direct to the Magistrate and told him what 
had happened. Mr. Lister at once flew into a passion, and sent the following 
order to the head-constable of the Chatra outpost— 


‘To the head-constable, Chatra outpost— 


‘Send to me at once the register of death. Forward the writer- 
constable under arrest to my house.” 


No calm and judicious officer, with a proper sense of the dignity of his 
office, could have given such an order. The writer does not know with what 
eyes Civilians look upon natives. If Mr. Lister could calmly reflect over the 


The Subdivisional Officer of 
Serampore. 


matter, he wouid rather commend the writer-constable’s caution than be | 


displeased with him. Mr. Lister should have at any rate considered whether 
the order which he was giving was not illegal. He should have remembered 
that he was an officer under the civilised English Government. 


The matter did not end here. What followed was still more barbarous, 
still more despotic. When the writer-constable, a respectable man of the 
Vaidya caste, was brought to him, he ordered him to kneel down and to strike 
his head against the ground several times. The poor man complied. He was 
then ordered to remain standing before the Magistrate with joined hands. This 
crder, too, was obeyed. He was at last ordered to stand with his face to 
the wall. He did ashe was bid. It need hardly be said that this is a 
veritable resuscitation of the old nawabi ways. Such a proceeding on the part 
of an English Magistrate is really curious. Alas! that the Knglish Government 
should wink at the oppressions that are being committed upon the subject- 
people for the sake of prestige ! 
Mr. Lister then took the writer-constable’s explanation, and that done, 
charged him under section 29 of Act V of 1861. It did not either occur to 
Mr. Lister that he could not do so without the permission of the District Magis- 
trate, or he made light of the difficulty. The constable applied next day for 
bail, but his prayer was rejected. On the 22nd July, however, probably seeing 
bY this time the illegality of his action, Mr. Lister admitted the constable to bail 
of his own motion, The public pray that the constable may not be tried 
neg by Magistrate of Hooghly or the Magistrate of Serampore. The 
public make this request because Sir Alexander Mackenzie has olready given 


ore Ses and love of justice. It is hoped that the prayer will 


A 
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14, 'The Bangavasi of the 12th September complains that the condition of 
Indian jurors 18 py Sep sage There are jurors 
who cannot afford to bear the cost of going to tbe 
sadar to attend court. Not to —_ of the cost of travelling, they have to 
suffer great loss and inconvenience attending to the call of the Judge. In 
the sadar they find no place to take shelter in. There is absolutely no arrange- 
ment for their accommodation. If they are late in attending court, they are 
taken to task by the Judge, and they often run the risk of being fined. This is 
the reason why service on the jury 18 80 unpopular in the country. It is so 
unpopular that people even try to bribe the officers concerned in order to prevent 
their names being put down in the jury list. Let the “ patriots” agitate as best 
they may, the people of this yoray | have not yet learnt to look upon a public 
duty as their own. ‘They do not, t erefore, like to undergo unnecessary trouble 
and inconvenience in serving the Government without Pay, and, asa matter of 
course, they use unfair means to avoid such service. I’hore who are appointed 
jurors are, again, in most cases, people who are devoid of education, experience 
and all seuse of responsibility. To tell tbe truth, the jury system in the 
mufassal has well nigh become a scandal. ‘he Lieutenant Governor is requested 
to provide for the convenience of jurors, and the Magistrates are warned against 
electing as jurors men who have no knowledge of the law, are devoid cf English 
education, and are too poor to bear the travelling and other expenses likely to be 
incurred in attending court. It entirely depends upon the Magistrate to im- 
prove the jury system by recruiting good and able men for the service, or to 
bring the system into discredit by electing men not at all fit for it. 
15. Referring to the censure passed upon Mr. Garrett, Magistrate of Nadia, 
: for his treatment of the Deputy Magistrate, Babu 
some Garrett, Magistrate of Jogendra Nath, by the plead ers, mukhtars and 
a other respectable people of Krishnagar, the Sulabh 
Dainik of the 15th September says that the Magistrate, who has so much dissatis- 
fied the people under his charge, should not be allowed to remain in the 
district. Not Jogendra Babu, but Mr. Garrett should be transferred to Chitta- 
cong. 


The jury system as now worked. 


(d)—Lducation. 


16. Accorrespondent of the Charu Mihir of the 7th September draws the 
| attention of the Inspector of Schools, Eastern Circle, 
saci misconductunpunish- +9 the fact that two boys of the Elenga School, in 
ect the Mymensingh district, met with no punishment 
at the hands of the school authorities though the latter came to know that the 
lads visited a prostitute and drank in her house on the 29th July and the 23rd 
August last. The matter for wonder is that even the Secretary of the school 
did not punish the boys on coming to know of their misconduct. The Inspector 
should see that the boys are punished. 
17. The Darussalianat and Urdu Guide of the 10th September protests 
against the appointment of a Bengali Hindu as 
head-master of the Bihar School in the Bihar sub- 
division, especially as the Babu seems totally 
indifferent to the welfare of the institution. His ignorance of Urdu has made 
him an unpopular teacher. 
18. ‘The Sanjivan: of the 12th September complains that the Superinten- 
dent of the Bankipore Temple Medical School has 
deprived Bengali students domiciled in Bihar of 


their scholarships, So great is his antipathy against 
the Bengalis that he has deprived even a Bengali-knowing Bihari of his 
scholarship. It will be a great regret if even under the administration of Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie and his Chief Secretary, Mr. Bolton, this hatred of the 


Bengali is allowed to enter the sacred precincts of the schools and colleges in 
this country. 


(93 —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 
19. The Hitavadi of the 11th September has the following :— 
A railway complaint. On the 12th July last, Babu Rakhal Chandra 


Banerji, Deputy Magistrate of Basirhat, was coming 
to Sealdah by the Khulna mail, His servant, Mahadev Datta, wastravelling in 


An appointment to the head- 
mastership of a school in Bihar. 


The Superintendent of the 
Bankipore Temple Medical School. 
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the same train with his things. There being no room im any third class carriage 

at the Barasat station, the railway people put Mahadev as well as some others 

into an empty female compartment. When the train reached the Dum-Dum 

Cantonment station, the Assistant Station-master required Mahadev to get down. 

But Mahadev refused compliance, saying, “let others get down, and I too shall 

get down.” This inpertinence was too much for the endurance of the railway 

dignitary. He called the police in a trice of time: a head-constable and a 

constable hauled poor Mahadev down on the platform and began to belabour 

him mercilessly. The cries of the to victim attracted the notice of many 

passengers, and, among others, of Rakhal Babu himself ;buthe could not imagine. 
that it was his own servant who was being belaboured in that way. Poor 
Mahadev was then taken to the railway police quarters, where he was again 
mercilessly thrashed. 

On arriving at the Sealdah station, Rakhal Babu could not find his servant 
anywhere. It now flashed upon him that the man whom he saw belaboured at 
Dum-Dum was no other than his own servant. He, therefore, made all haste to 
get back to Dum-Dum, and reaching the place, found his servant in a pitiable 
condition. He immediately placed him under medical treatment. 

Mahadev instituted a complaint against the head-constable and the constable 
at Barasat, but the Court granted summons against the latter alone. 

On the day appointed for the trial, Mahadev found himself, to his surprise, 
put into the criminal’s dock instead of the complainant’s box. The charge 
against him was that of travelling in a female compartment. The case against 
him and the case instituted by him were tried together. Mahadev has been 
fined five rupees for his offence, and the constable has been sentenced to two 
weeks’ rigorous imprisonment for his. 

It is no rare thing with the servants of the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
to force third class passengers into empty female compartments. It is very 
inconvenient that a passenger who has got into a female compartment at the 
bidding of one railway servant must again leave it, bag and baggage, at the 
bidding of another. Anu inconvenient practice like this should be abolished. 
Again, it is not always practicable for passengers who are beaten by railway 
servants to identify those who beatthem. They cannot, therefore, always 
expect redress in the Law Courts. It is therefore necessary that the railwa 
authorities themselves should enquire into such cases and punish the guilty 
railway servants. We wish to know whether arrangements will be made by the 
Eastern Bengal State og ink for making departmental enquiries such as are 
made by the East Indian Railway Company. 

In conclusion, we request Lord Elgin, who has already done much to put 
down railway oppression, to attend to our suggestions. He is the Queen’s 
representative, and the thought that he is attending to their grievances will fill 
the people’s heart with joy. 

20. The same paper says that three drunken ticket-collectors made 

| obscene gestures to a native lady at the Jalandar 

Three guilty ticket-collectors station. Their conduct having been brought to the 
easily let off. , | ° . 

notice of the station-master, he reprimanded them. 

The ticket-collectors, in their turn, insulted the station-master, The station- 

master having then reported against them to the Traffic Superintendent, the 

latter officer has let off the ticket-collectors with a slight reprimand. The writer 

cannot understand how the Traffic Superintendent could let off the culprits, who 

had been guilty of a serious offence, so easily. It is hoped that the railway 

authorities will enquire into the matter. 

21. <A correspondent of the same paper says that on the 4th September 

last, as the down train, which left Kushtea at 5 o’clock, 

Fas ig the part of an reached the Poradah station, and as passengers were 

about to get down, a good many passengers were 

hurt by reason of a sudden and violent retrograde movement of the engine. 

Babu Ratikanta Ghosh, Zamindar of Poradah, received a serious hurt, and fainted 

away. He had to be conveyed home in a palanquin. Babu Rameswar Biswas, 

a resident of Ghop, within the Nowapara thana, had a hand go badly twisted that 

it will take him a long time to recover. The movement was so violent that 


some of the doors of the carriazes fell off their hi i ilw: iti 
are: 1eir hinges. ‘The railway authorities 
are requested to enquire into the matter. ’ : 
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(h)— General. 


92 The Sulabh Dainik of the 10th September draws the Lieutenant- 

_ Governor’s attention to the hardship of the clerks 
a, ‘ea attending of the Legislative Department who, according to 
office on ys. the Indian Mirror, are made by Mr. Wigley tocome 
to office on Sundays. | 


93. The Bharat Mitra of the 10th September is glad that Sir Antony Mac- 
Donnell has directed his attention to the mise 
A check upon official high-hand- which has been brought upon the people of the 
edness in the North-Western Fro- North-Western Provinces by official high-handed- 
weeps ness. Of late His Honour has issued an order 
prohibiting tahsildars and their subordinates to commit zu/m upon the raiyats 
in collecting revenue. 


94. The Hitavadi of the 11th September says that nativesare not admitted 

in the evening into the Jalandar Cantonment gar- 

P Treatment of natives at Jalan- den, a public property maintained at the public 

a cost. They are not also allowed to drive in the 

evening along the road leading from the fopkhana. Such is the insult to 

which Indians are subjected under English rule in their own country! Many 
more things of the same kind are in store for them. 


25. The same paper says that the press having strongly criticised 

= Mr. Slack’s action in appointing a Eurasian in the 

“aa the part of office of the Board of Revenue on asalary of Rs. 300 
r. Slack. ; : 

to Rs. 400 in preference to more competent natives, 

he gave the explanation that he had appointed a Eurasian because a European 

or Eurasian has always been appointed to that post. He has, however, now 

given an appointment worth Rs. 50 to Rs. 7d to a Eurasian youth of 16 

in disregard of the superior claims of 25 persons. What will Mr. Slack say 


this time? Sir Alexander Mackenzie should not countenance such favouritism 
on Mr. Slack’s part. 


26. ‘The same paper says that Dr. Gibbons isa lucky man, He is Police 
| Surge:.n of Calcutta, Professor of Medical Jurispru- 
Bing ered sr ll ge dence in the Calcutta Medical College, and Superin- 
Calcutta Medical College. tendent of the Campbell Medical School, all in one. 
Of course, he receives separate pay for his separate 

offices. ‘he doctor has no great reputation for professional skill. 

It is rumoured that he will now succeed the late Dr, McConnell as second 
Physician in the Caicutta Medical College. The writer does not know 
how far this rumour is true. But it is not improbable that Government will 
disregard the claims of Dr. R. L. Dutt on account of his colour. Dr. Gibbons 
gave it as his opinion the other day in the Swarna Bai case that the wounds 
on the person of Bipin Datta might be caused by a fall from a high place and 
that they were not caused by beating. The Coroner’s jury, however, rejected 
that view. This shows what little value is to be attached to Dr, Gibbons’ 
Opinions. 

27. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 13th September is glad to 

Pe aoe TT understand that Mr. Cotton will be appointed to 
Assam Chief Commissionership. 2 Chief Commissionership of Assam in November 
next. Mr. Cotton is loved by all. 


28. The Hitaishi of the 15th September is glad to understand that 

: : Mr. Cotton will soon be appointed to the Chief Com- 

ma Coonsramoured gpmint. missionership of Assam. Mr. Cotton’s appointment 
sionership. will give the Indian people great satisfaction, He 
a is aman of independent spirit and a large heart. 
With him there is no difference between Indians and Europeans—between the 
black and the white. It is these qualities, of which he has given signal proofs, 
that have made him an eyesore to the Anglo-Indian community, and one of 
their organs, the Indian Daily News has cut a joke at him in connection with his 
rumoured appointment. We hope to see Mr, Cotton raised in course of time 


— the Chief Commissionership of Assam to the Licutenant-Governorship of 
engal, ; 
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II]. — LEGISLATIVE. 


29. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 8th September has the following :— 
A Commission was appointed before the Bengal 
Tho Bengal Tenaney Act. Tenancy Act was passed, and many eminent officials 
were entrusted with its making. The present Act is the outcome of a great 
deal of discussion, and is a strange production. There does uot exist & more 
hum-drum and monotonous piece of legislation. It was said at the time of 
passing this law that it was calculated to increase the convenience of the zamin- 
dars. Asa matter of fact, however, most of its provisions are directed against 
their rights, and are clearly meant to promote the interests of the raiyats. To 
tell the truth, it is quite clear from a reading of the Act that it is intended to 
give the raiyats new rights and privileges. It is urged that the raiyats ure 
poor and illiterate, and have no one to proniote their interests but the Govern- 
ment. It is the Government alone that can protect their rights. The people 
entirely depend upon the raiyats for the production of their food, and it is the 
duty of the Government to pass laws with a view to protect their rights and 
promote their interests. We are not opposed to the rights of the raiyats bein 
maintained and their interests being promoted. But we are certainly oppose 
to the policy of destroying the lawful rights of the zamindars with a view of 
increasing the rights of the raiyats. Itis not, in our opinion, right to inter- 
fere with the existing rights of either class. Unfortunately enough, this is the 
policy pursued in the present Bengal Tenancy Act, which has destroyed many 
important rights of the zamindars, and created many new rights for the 
raiyats. This policy should be changed as soon as possible. 

We hear that a question was raised in Parliament regarding the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, and that the Secretary of State has invited the opinion of the 
Government of India on the subject. It may not therefore be quite useless 
to say at this time a few words regarding this piece of legislation. 

One thing of vital importance is sadly wanting in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. In the present Act there is no provision about bas‘u land. Nowhere in 
the Act is the right of the raiyat in his homestead clearly defined. Disputes 
relating to the right in such lands are determined by usage and precedent. 
This is a great inconvenience to the Government and the people alike, The 
raiyat never acquires an occupancy right in his homestead, no matter how long 
he may be living therein. Most people occupy d4astu lands without a patia and 
they may be easily ejected by the landlord. Bastu lands, again, cannot be held 
accountable for arrears of rent. ‘The law which is applicable to agricultural 
lands is not applicable to dastu lands which cannot be sold free of encum- 
brances. There is no power in anybody to sell the tenure in these lands: all 
that one can do is to sell the tenant’s right and interest therein. In other 
words, bastu land can be sold in the same way as any other property is sold in 
pursuance of a Civil Court’s decree. If the tenant has already sold it to 
another person, it cannot be again sold for the realisation of rent-arrears. This 
is a great inconvenience to the landlord. In an important matter like this, it 
is not quite proper or advisable to entirely depend upon usage. Bastu lands 
should be held accountable for arrears of rent, and it should be provided that 
this demand should be met before all other demands on them. It is certainly 
desirable that the Tenancy Acct should clearly define the tenant’s right in his 
homestead, and should lay down whether his rents can be reduced or enhanced, 
und whether the right therein is transferable or not. Section 182 of the 
Tenancy Act speaks of the homesteads of raiyats. It is silent about homesteads 


in towns or homesteads in villages occupied by other people than raiyats. This 
is certainly an anomaly, and should be removed from the law. 


Sections 12 and 1% of the Act provide for the mortgage or sale of perma- 
nent tenures. According to these sections, a fee has to be paid to the zamindar 
or landloid on the occasion of a mortgage or transfer of these tenures. ‘This 
1s also the case when tenures are sold in execution of a decree of the Civil 
Court. The object of this procedure isto have the name of 


: . the purchaser 

cornes ro = wee ar to thereby enable the zamindar yr know 
new tenant. The Hi ourt has ruled that th i 

i ier Ok wc eo e at the above two sections should 


about patni, durpatni, mukarrari and darmukarrart 
mahals, here is, however, nothing in the Act providing for the payment of 


fees in these cases to the zamindar. This defect too should be removed 
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IV.— NATIVE STATES. 


80. The Sahachar of the 9th September has the following :— 
i ses dik When Colonel Abbott. first reported to the 
ee Government of India against the Maharaja of 
Jhalwar, that Government did not certainly consider the charges so clearl 
proved or so serious in their nature as to require the Maharaja’s deposition. It 
told the Governor-General’s Agent in Central India to visit the Maharaja’s 
capital and investigate the charges, and in consultation with Captain Evans 
Gordon to report which of the.charges were the more serious, in what respects 
the Maharaja had violated the conditions which were imposed on him when 
he was restored to his throne, what serious faults he had committed in regard 
to the administration, and what oppressions he had committed on his subjects. 
In the course of this investigation, on the 16th September 1895, Captain 
Gordon wrote a letter to the Maharaja asking him to explain the charges which 
had been brought against him. The Maharaja should not have taken so long 
a time as three months to reply to this letter. But he pleaded ill-health, and 
the number of the charges which had to be answered as an excuse four the 
delay, and asked for pardon. The reply does not appear to imply the 
slightest insolence on the Maharaja’s part; on the contrary, it is written in a 
spirit of humility and entreaty. The Maharaja stated and gave his reasons 
for stating that the charges were unfounded and had been, most of them, got 
up on information supplied by people who had an interest in finding fault with 
everything he did. The Government was offended with him for saying in his 
reply that he did not consult the Political Agent in certain matters, because 
he thought the Government had given him absolute power in those matters. 
The Maharaja may have misunderstood the Government’s ‘harita, but it 1s 
clear from his reply that His Highness was actuated by no improper motive 
in not consulting the Political Agent in the matters in question, and that he 
did not understand the Aharita in one sense and feign, for the purpose of 
clearing himself of this particular charge, as if he now understood it in another. 
Many officers of the Maharaja also read the ‘harita in the sense in which the 
Maharaja himself read it. ‘The Maharaja, moreover, assured the Government 
of his unshaken loyalty to the British throne, admitted the obligation he was 
under of taking the Political Agent’s advice in all matters specified in the 
kharita, and said that he had always doneso. But he added that the Political 
Agent ought to treat him with some kindness in consideration of the difficulty 
of the task which he had to fulfil; and that his administrative mistakes should 
be attributed rather to the inexperience of youth than to wilfulness. The 
Maharaja also undertook that if the Political Agent pointed out in a friendly 
spirit that he had faults, he would correct them and remain grateful to him 
for the kind office. He also gladly undertook to supply the Political Agent 
with any information relating to State affairs which he might want, and to 
give sufficient exp‘anation where any information asked for could not be 
supplied. If a reply like this—so full of humility, so frank in the admission 
of faults, and asking forgiveness for every fault committed—1s construed to 
be wanting in humility and in the respect which is due toa Political Agent, 
it is difficult to say what humility is and how respect should be shown to 
that officer. The Maharaja cannot be blamed for intending to give effect toa 
scheme under the operation of which no one, without the Maharaja’s permis- 
sion, would have been able to bring any State matter to the notice of the Political 
Agent. The Maharaja had no sinister motive in proposing to bring a 
rule like this into operation. It was intended merely as a check upon those 
who, with the view of creating factions in the Stateand breaches between himself 
and the Political Agent, carried tales to the latter. The Government of India 
has itself admitted in its despatch the existence in Native States of political 
factions, of which some one or other always endeavours to breed ill-feeling 
between the ruler and the Political Agent. But this scheme was not after all 
acted upon. 

The Political Agent blamed the Maharaja for having dismissed many 
officers of the State, and for reducing the hs of several others. But the 
Maharaja says that when, after giving him full power in the administration of 
the State, the Government mentioned in a special manner only the name of 
the Dewan as the officer who should be a man approved by the Political Agent, 
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he naturally inferred that he had absolute power in the appointment and dig. 
missal of all other State officers. Indeed, if a native prince, vested with full 

ower in the administration of his State, is not, at the same time, allowed a 
fas hand in the appointment or dismissal of the meanest State employés, it is 
difficult to understand what bis full power means. The Maharaja of Jhalwar 
did nothing wrong by appointing one Ramnarayan as munsarim of the zanana 
gate. There was in that no interference with anything done by the Agency. 
Ramnarayan was previously employed asa treasury clerk. It is true he was 


charged with misappropriation, but he proved his innocence, Besides, he was 


‘now appointed to the Maharaja’s private service, and not to any post connected 


with the administration, Another charge against the ae oe was that he 
had re-appointed a dismissed officer. But as the officer was dismissed by the 
Maharaja himself, his re-appointment by the Maharaja constituted no violation 
of any order made by the Political Agent. 

aptain Gordon, and after him Colonel Abbott, charged the Maharaja with 
having effected the batwara of a jaghir without the Political Agent’s permission. 
But the Maharaja while admitting that the jaghir was surveyed, denies that 
a batwara was made. He informed the Political Agent about this on the 
16th September 1895; but on the 17th idem, Captain Gordon wrote to say 
that no explanation had been given to him in this matter. 

The Maharaja totally denies the charge that his subjects were dissatisfied 
with him, and says that they were satisfied with his rule and felt attached 
to him. His Highness also denies having even acted unjustly or in contraven- 
tion of the Government’s ‘harita. 

The Maharaja’s explanation leaves no doubt that he was perfectly blame- 
less. He may have been, at times, guilty of errors of judgment, but he was 
never wilfully wrong. How the Government of India came to a different 
conclusion after reading his explanation, it is hard.to understand. Nor has it 


in its despatch attempted to meet the arguments which have been brought 
forward by the Maharaja. 7 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


31. The Darussalianat and Urdu Guide of the 10th September is sorry 
Government's indifference to the that the Government of India has made an extra 
distress in the North-Western and grant of money for military expenses, whilst doing 
Cee Terenas nothing for the relief of those poor people who 
are dying of starvation in the North-Western and Central Provinces, 
32. The Barisal Hitaishi of the 11th September cites a case to ~~ ~ 
| hunger is at the root of most crimes. In Muchi- 
ee healt a village in the Habiganj subdivision of the 
Sylhet district, a few low class people went to a mahajan and begged him to 
advance them corn, As they owed him a quantity of corn which they had not 
paid back up to thet time, he refused to grant their prayer. Being thus dis- 
appointed they returned home breathing vengeance. That very day they broke 
into the mahajan’s house at night and killed him, his two wives and two children, 
and loosed his corn. These men have been convicted, and some of them have 
been sentenced to death, whilst others have been transported for life. Hunger 
makes one mad, It deadens the conscience and brings a man down to the level 
of the beast. In hunger, man loses all control over himself, becomes incapable 
of distinguishing right from wrong, and there is nothing which he cannot do 
on the spur of the moment in order to satisfy his hunger. ‘Those who are 


entrusted with the task of maintaining peace and tranquillity in the country 
should first of all remove the cause which lies at the root of crime. 


33. The Hitavadi of the 11th September has the following :— 


Prospects of the crops in the Look where you will, you will find either 


country. ; drought or flood. Backergunge is known to be 4 
granary of India. But there, as our readers will have read in our last issue, 


human being devoured pumpkins in the pangs of hunger—nay, at last died in the 
intense agony of hunger. Could anything be more heart-rendering than this ? 
There was drought in Bengal last year; but the people somehow tided 
over the distress in the hope of better luck this year. But there is drought this 
year too. People have already consumed their stores of grain, and they are 
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now perfectly helpless. Of the reports of scarcity we have received from 
several places we publish some below :— a 

Khulna.—There is such scarcity at some places in this district that even 
middle class people are living upon one meal. Householders have to eat their 
meals with bolted doors on account of batches of importunate beggars. 

Sindrani-Jessore.—N ot a drop of rain up to this time. There is almost no 
prospect of the autumnal crop. The aus one will barely suffice for the 
payment of the mahajan’s loans. Scarcity 1s, therefore, much to be feared. 

Kayra, Helan post offce, Juhanabad.—Great damage to crops from floods. 
No stores of grain in cultivators’ houses. The condition of poor people very 
miserable. : 

Murshidabad (as reported by the Pratikar).—The aman crop has not grown. 
The bhadot crop, on which half of Murshidabad depends for subsistence, has 

roved almost a total failure. The jute crop has fared no better. The scanty 
yield obtained cannot be washed for want of water. There is not even 
gahama to serve as fodder. The cultivators have nothing to eat. The zamin- 
dar is pressing them for rent; the mahajan seeing the prospects of the crops is 
seizing their cattle. ‘The next crop, namely the rabi, cannot be expected 
before Chaitra. The part of this district, known as Bagri, is on the point of 
ruin. There is no rain. The tanks and Jbeels are dry. The river too is 
shrinking up. Fever has broken out. In the part known as Rahr cultivation 
could not be carried on on any extensive scale. The little that has been grown 
is withering for want of rain. Articles of food are selling at high prices. 

Sonbarsa-Bhagalpur.—Wails are heard on all sides for want of rain. 
There is almost no prospect of the bhadoi crop ; of the marua too not more than 
a four-anna crop can be fairly expected. If there be no rain within two weeks 
all hopes of the autumnal crop too must be given up. The crops have all 
turned brown, the fields are cracked. The cultivators are in despair. A month 
and-a-half ago rice was selling at two rupees per maund, and marua at one rupee 
per maund; but for one rupee one cannot now get more that 13 seers of rice or 
25 seers of marua. If there be no rain by the middle of Bhadra, famine must 
be apprehended. 

Nadia.—Rain badly wanted at Udibari. The condition of the aus crop 
—_ bad. Coarse rice is selling at four rupees and four annas per maund, and 
middling rice at five rupees and four annas per maund, Paddy is selling at 
20 to 22 seers (of 60 tolas) per rupee. The people of the district are suffering 
much from scarcity. 

Dwaraka-Birbhum.—There are both scarcity of food and scarcity of water. 
The price of grains is rising higher and higher. The lower classes have begun 
to suffer from scarcity. 

Government, which has misappropriated the Famine Fund, should help 
the people at this time of distress. It will greatly disgrace itself in the eye of 
the civilised world if even a sinvyle man dies of starvation for want of 
precautionary measures. Government should direct the District Magistrates to 
watch the prospects of the crops in their respective districts and to open relief 
works where necessary. The zamindars, too, should do their duty by their 
tenants by helping them at this hour of distress. 

34. The same paper says that rice has risen in price everywhere. There 

Increase of the pay of peons, &c., 18 a rule of Government for allowing Government 
On scoouns of soarcity. servants, drawing pay of less than 16 rupees, an 
increase of one rupee so long as rice sells at less than 10 seers per rupee. An 
able Municipal Officer of Calcutta has declared that the price of rice per maund 
is now higher by a rupee than what it was in January last. Government 
should enquire into the matter and allow its poor servants the authorised 
increase of pay if rice has really become dear. 

35. Correspondents of the Bangavasi of the 12th September com- 
plain of scarcity in several parts of Bengal. Rice 
is selling at Rs. 7 or Rs. 8 per maund in Alinagar 
Bazar in the Jessore district. In Abadpur in the Purnea district, paddy 1s 
selling at Rs. 3 per maund and rice at Rs. 5-12 per maund. In Betai, in the 
Meherpur subdivision of the Nadia district, rice plants sre drying for want 
of rain. There has been an eight-anna aus crop, ‘There is no hope of reaping 
the aman crop. Scarcity has broken out in Durgapur in the Rajshahi district. 


Crop prospects in the mufassal 


HITAVADI, 
Sept. llth, 1896. 


BANGAVASI, 
Sept. 12th, 1896. 
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DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Sept. 15th, 1896. 
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There is no rain, The rice already sown is about to be destroyed. Rice ig 
selling at Rs 4-8 and Rs. 5 in Jorarganj in the Chittagong district. Rice igs 
being exported while many are going without food, ‘There has been an eight. 
anna aus crop in Sonargram in the Dacca district. The aman crop is all but 
gone. New rice is selling at Rs. 4-8 and Rs. 4-10 er maund, and old rice at 
Rs. 5-2 and Rs. 5-4. In Mallikpur, in the Jessore district, coarse rice is selling 
at Rs. 5 per maund and the rice market is rising. Not a katha of land is under 
cultivation in Pansai in the Burdwan district. Labourers are migrating to 
other parts of the district, leaving their wives and children to starve at home, 
Fodder also has become scarce, and cattle too are starving. 

836. The Saraswat Patra of the 12th. September - that scarcity is felt 

ae oe everywhere in the Dacca district. The scarcit 

Distress in the Dacca District. which prevailed during the last few years left the 
people destitute, and the failure of the crops this year makes it impossible for 
them to procure even one meal a day. ‘The Government is still silent and 
inactive. But it is hoped that the District Magistrate and the Divisional Com- 
missioner will timely draw its attention to the situation. The rich people, too, 
should do their best to avert a famine. : 

37. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 15th September takes a 

gloomy view of the prospects of crops in Bengal. 

tis ied of crops in Ben- , Our forlorn hope is now gone. The rainy 
ae season is fairly passed, but there has been very 
little rain. The tanks and ponds have not been filled, and there has been no 
cultivation in most parts of the country. Those that were encouraged by a 
few showers in Jaishtha to sow have now been disappointed. The withered 
rice plants have become fodder for their cattle. ‘Those that not only sowed but 
cultivated a few bighas of land have been equally unfortunate. They have 
spent the last farthing in bringing their lands under cultivation. If the crop 
fails, they will be ruined, and, penniless and helpless, they will not be able to 
feed themselves even for a single day should famine break out in the country. 
Many have not yet been able to pay off their debts to the mahajan and the 
zamindar’s arrears of rent. It is- doubtful if they will be able to tide over 
their difficulties with even a bumper harvest. But if the crop fails, they will 
simply be done to death. They will, so to speak, die of worry and anxiety. 
They will have to starve not only themselves but also their cattle, as fodder too 
will become scarce; and they must also replace the straw on their thatches with 
palm leaves. 

There has not been sufficient rain in most districts. There has not been 
rain in Hooghly, Burdwan, Midnapore, Birbhum, Murshidabad, the Sonthal 
Parganas, Dacca, Noakhali and Backergunge. ‘There is scarcity in the very 
home of salam rice. In many places riceis selling at Rs. 7 or Rs. 7-8 per 
maund. In Dacca it is selling at Rs. 5-8 per maund. In Hooghly tae rice 
market is rising every day. We shudder to think how the country will fare 
should the crops fail. Let the patriots now give up their fads and hobbies. 
Let them collect reliable information from every part of the country regard- 
ing the prospects of crops. Let them by all means try to prevent death from 
starvation. The zamindars should this year be a little lenient in collecting 
rent from their railyats, To use pressure for the collection of arrears of rent 
will at this time be reprehensible. A few zamindars are already distributing 
rice to their starving raiyats. Their noble example should be followed by 
others of the same class. ‘The- officials too should prepare themselves for the 
danger ahead and hold themselves ready to meet it should it come. The last 
two days’ rain should not make them over-sanguine. The danger is far from 
having passed away. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


38. The Charu Mihir of the 7th September has received a letter from the 


Sherpur Zamindar Sabha in the Mymensingh dis- 


The question of the Sh a. ; : 
memorial to the Lieutenant-Gover. trictin which the Sabha expresses astonishment 


nor. that os addroes thowid have been presented in its 
_name to the. Lieutenant-Governor during His 
Honour’s visit to Symeneings whilst it itself knew nothin g of the bec. No 


meeting of the Sabha was held to consider the question of presenting an address, 
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nor was any draft address read or accepted by the Sabha, It is to be regretted 

that the address advocated the proposed water-supply taxation, which is dis- 
roved by the whole country. 

app 39. he General and Sabheri Asfi of the 8th September publishes a poem 
—o a ee the a, = oe is as follows :— 

ir Alexander Mackenzie s 1. The days of impartial justice have gone 
————— away with Sir harles Eniott. May God ii the 
Biharis. The Babu-loving policy of Bayley has again been introduced. We 
can only look up to Her Gracious Majesty. | : 

2, Everything will be quite right with you Babus under Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, who loves you and likes you. Your sharp writings will make an 
impression on the Government and your newspaper articles will terrify the 
ruler. 

3. You are contented because you enjoy his protection. And you have 
ample opportunity to oppose us. It has fallen to our lot to see an evil day. 
There is neither Mr. Cotton nor Sir Charles Elliott to take care of us. 

4. The Chief Justice has, with the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
required the Bihari candidates for munsifships to pass an examination in 
Bengali. 

5. Sir Alexander Mackenzie must bear it in mind that the Biharis have a 
language of their own. How can he require us, Biharis, to learn Bengali? He 
must withdraw his order. 

6. He gave a rude reply to our address. He said what should not have 
fallen from aruler. One has only to ask the people of Gaya to know what he 
said. We won't say anything. 

7. Musalmans, this time you have none to help you. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is a Babu-loving man. He is unconcerned about our misery. Our 
very appearance is repulsive to him. 

8, People say that he fears the Bengali newspapers, and therefore shows 
regs favour to the Bengalis and holds out promises to them. He is offering 
them employments though we are dying of starvation. 

9. He remembers the Bengalis when there is a vacancy. He enriches 
them and _— them. No one knows why this kind of injustice is being done 
in the land. 

10. In olden times all natives of the soil had equal claims to Government 
employments, civil or military, without distinction of caste and creed. 

11. The wind blows another way now. In every department the Babus 
are predominant, and they are glad because they are prosperous under the 
present Lieutenant-Governor. 


12. He is so fond of the Bengalis that he takes no notice of their impertin- 
ence. ‘To our humble invitations he gives no response. 

13. Verily such things do not become a ruler. Nor does it befit him to 
favour a particular class to the prejudice of the others. In the eye of the 
Almighty all men are equal. 

14, From a fear of your pen even the Lieutenant-Governor makes false- 
aon truth, shows favour to you and pays regard to you. He gives you posts 
of trust 

15. There is no complaint against the Babus #vho did not give him an 


address. But the reply which he gave to our address was disappointing. His 
conduct is strange and his attitude is odd. We have been a and Bengalis 
have been praised. 

16. ne may ask what was the object of his tour and what benefit has the 
country derived therefrom? Here he robbed the Local Boards of their funds 
~, _ he ate the people’s money, After having done this he safely returned 
to Ualcutta. 


_ 17%. You Babus, secure your objects while Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
reigns. 


40. The Mttavedi of the 11th September hag the following :— 


Under section 7 of Act XX of 1863 an En- 

seeatiee Property in the Chitta- qdowment Committee can ask Government to remove 
wer a mohant who is found to conduct himself badly 
and to misuse devottar property. But the Endowment Committee has held no 
sitting that the public to of during the last 11 years. The Committee held 


GENERAL AND 
GAUHARI ASFI, 


Sept. 8th, 1896. 


HITAVADI, 
Sept. 11th, 1896. 
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a sitting in 1885, probably on account of pressure put by the Magistrate. But 
nothing was done at that sitting beyond the issue of a notice requiring the mohant 
of Chandranath to repair roads, temples, tanks, &c., and not to oppress the 
pilgrims. But this resulted in no practical good whatever. The accounts of 
the shrines have never been examined by the Committee, so far as the public 
know. The Committee never even asked the mohant to submit accounts for 
examination. One does not know that the local officers have ever expressed 
any favourable opinion about the mohant of Chandranath. The conduct of 
Kisorvan in relation to the following cases has been strongly commented 
upon :— | 

Ganes Tewari versus Jasoda (a case for the recovery of a wife). 

Kalikisor versus the mohant (a suit for the expulsion of the mohant), 

Kisorvan versus Dwarkanath (a civil suit). 

Jagachchandra versus Kisorvan (a suit for the expulsion of Kisorvan~—see 
the judgment of the Judge’s Court). 

Kisorvan versus Gadadhar (a criminal case about the possession of a tank). 

Abhoy Purohit (priest) versus Gopinath (a criminal case). 

Dwedlienath versus Kisorvan (a suit in connection with the execution of a 
decree). 


Svarup Chandra and Ramkanai versus Kisorvan (a suit about extortion of 
money). 


Ramdulal Mehetar versus Kisorvan (a suit for the recovery of money 
due). 
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Kisorvan’s conduct has also been adversely criticised in méla reports and 
proceedings of the Endowment Committee. 

The numbers and dates of these cases can be given if required. 

In the will, by virtue of which Kisorvan has become the mohant of 
Chandranath, there is a provision to the effect that the respectable public of 
the place would be able to remove Kisorvan and appoint another mohant if he 
is guilty of oppression or adultery, or if he misuses the devottar ‘ade et 
Under this will, therefore, Kisorvan can be removed from the mohantsbip. 
In suit No. 745 of 1896 in the Sitakunda munsifi, Kisorvan made, on oath, a 
grossly false statement like the following :—‘Swayambhunath has no property. 
The entire property is my personal property.” 

The mohant of Barabakunda is a man of the same type as Kisorvan. 

It breaks one’s heart to see this miserable condition of the shrines. We 
entreat Government to enquire into the truth of our statements, and to remedy 
the evils we complain of. 

Sicieress 41. The Sanjivani of the 12th September has the following :— 

Sept. 12th, 1896, a Cee ee Babu Surendranath Banerji, President of the 
Nath Banerji asa patriot. -—-«!a8t. Congress,. stands charged with a serious accusa- 

tion, and yet he and the newspaper which supports 

him are discreetly silent about it. In a municipal meeting Surendra Babu un- 

justly fell foul of Babu Narendra Nath Sen, and we characterised his conduct as 

extremely blameable. For this we were taken to task by Surendra Babu in his 

Bengalee and by his followers in other newspapers. We have all along observed 

that the least unfavourable criticism of Surendra Babu’s conduct makes the 

critic the butt of the attack of himself and his party. But this time they 

maintain studied silence although a serious charge hus been brought against 

eenees Babu. It does not, however, look well for him to remain silent any 

onger. 

Babu Surendranath Banerji is regarded as the patriot of patriots: he is 
the life and soul of the Indian National Congress, and last year he graced the 
Presidential chair of that national gathering. Could there be a more serious 
charge against him than the accusation that he entered into a compact with 
Mr. Risley and opposed the Hon’ble Babu Guruprasad Sen’s most reasonable 
and lawful amendments in the meetings of the Bengal Council? It would not 
have been at all strange even if Surendra Babu had opposed any and every 
proposal of Guruprasad Babu from honest conviction, but it is certainly bad. 


that he should have iven Mr. Risl hi ] i. 
It was the Amrita Bue Patrika ey his pledge to oppose Babu Guruprasa 


Sudidtad’ We cu. ot. which first brought this charge against Babu 


st slow to believe it; but when we came to 
know that there was documentary evidence in existence to support this charge, it 
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naturally occurred to us that the Patrita might have been hoaxed by a forging 
correspondent just as the Times was by the notorious Pigot. But after deligent 
enquiry our suspicion matured into conviction. The discovery fairly staggered 
us: it shattered our favourite idol into pieces. We had always been looking 
upon Surendra Babu as a sincere patriot, but now our feeling for him received 
a rude shock. The conduct of Surendra Babu in connection with certain 
matters had before this diminished our love for him, and the feeling that 
still remained was seriously impaired when we came to know that he had 
entered into an unholy compact with the officials to turn against the Indian 
people. Another discovery has equally surprised us, An elected member 

. moved an amendment to a section in the Bengal Municipal Bill (now passed). 
This very much offended Mr. ower fe but as the Advocate-General who presided 
on the occasion himself supported the mover of the amendment, Mr. Risley 
in a pet moved for an adjournment of the meeting. At the next meeting it 
was observed that Babu Surendranath brought forward a motion clearly 
intended to defeat the motion of the Hon’ble Member already referred to, and 
thereby maintain Mr. Risley’s prestige. This resolution, it has since come to 
our notice, was drafted by Mr. Risley and the Assistant Secretary in the Legis- 
lative Department. Will Babu Surendranath blame us if this discovery has 
really surprised us? Did not Surendra Babu blame Mr. Lalmohan Ghosh 
when the latter, on a previous occasion, supported Sir Charles Elliott? Was not 
Lalmohan called atraitor to his country? We do not know if Mr. Ghosh 
entered into a secret compact against the elected members. It is strange that 
Babu Surendranath was not ashamed to move a resolution which was dtafted by 
the officials simply for the purpose of opposing an elected member. 

We could not at first believe this serious charge against Babu Surendra- 
nath. But after making a careful and conscientious enquiry we have been 
convinced of its truth, e shall be very glad to see him declared intiocent of 
the charge brought against him. This is the reason why we proposed that an 
enquiry should be made into this charge by a few men of light and leading in 
the country. But Surendra Babu is mysteriously silent. 


42. he Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 12th September writes as follows :— Minin-0-SUDHAKaR, 

A cemnpletat anelant. the anthe. On the 3rd September last one Munshi Lotfulla Sept. 1*th, 189°. sw 

rities of the Calcutta Medical Ahmad Chaudhuri, a shop-keeper in Chandney in es 
College Hospital. Calcutta, left a man, named Mir Hasen Ali Hekim, a 


who was suffering from fever, for treatment at the Medical College Hospital, 
leaving, at the same time, his own address with the hospital authorities in order ig 
that they might write to him if the man died. The patient was given the t 
bed No. 145 on the ground floor of the hospital. On the 5th September, at ia 
10 a.m., Munshi Lotfulla went to see the man, but was told that he could not 
see him at that hour. Next day when Lotfulla again called at the hospital at 
2 P.M., a nurse told him that his patient had died on the 4th September at 
3 P.M. On Lotfulla’s asking why information of the man’s death had not been 
sent to him, the nurse could not give a satisfactory answer. Will the hospital 
authorities and Dr. Bomford say if there is no rule for giving information to 
the relatives of a patient who dies in the hospital? If there is, why was not the 
news of Hekim’s death sent to Lotfulla, who had left his address with the 
hospital authorities, and had requested them to do so? And why was not 
| Lotfulla informed of the patient’s death when he called at the hospital at 
| 10 a.m. on the 5th September? It is hoped Dr. Bomford will give satisfactory 
replies to these questions. It isa strict injunction of the Musalman religion 
that a Musalman should be buried with proper ceremonies after death. It 1s 
such neglect of Musalman feeling as was evinced in this case that deters sick 
Mu salmans, and especially their women, from going to hospitals. Government A 
wishes that sick Muhammadan women should come to the Dufferin hospitals i hk 
for advice and treatment. But how can they do so when even the male aa 
members of their community receive this sort of treatment in public hospitals ? 
We want to know how Hekim’s dead body has been disposed of. 


Urtya Paprrs, ) 
43. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 1st July and the Samvadvahika of Usits 4xp Navasaw 


Paes ‘ VAD, 
The vadd as the 2nd July are of opinion that a considerable = guty ist, 1396. 
of Balasore. Pm Me asinict loss of paddy crop, due to heavy rains, is expected — g,uvapvamnxa, 
in the district of Balasore. July 2nd, 1896. 
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July, 4th, 11th, 18th 
and 26th, 1896. 


URIYA AND NAVASAM- 
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July 8th, 1896 
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July 8th, 18v6. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
July llth, 1896, 


UTKALDIPIKA. 
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July, 23rd, 1896. 


SAMVADVAHIKA. 
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44, The latter paper notices with regret the lamentable death of Pandit 
Tribikrama Bhattacharjee, the late head pandit of 
Bad cholera in Balasore town. +h, Balasore Zilla School, and of three of hig 
Brahman pupils, who were carried away within an interval o: a few hours by 
a dreadful type of cholera that has been raging in the Balasore town and its 
suburbs for many days. 3 
45. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 1st July is of opinion that already 
several lakhs of rupees have been spent on the 
National Congress experiments, and that the result, 
either in the shape of political progress or amelioration, has been very small. 
The writer advises the natives of India to be more careful in future before they 
spend money on such costly and insecure experiments. 
46. The Utkaldipika of the 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th July devotes a 
_ series of articles to the condition of ferry ghats 
The ferry ghats in some Orissa On the Mahanadi and other rivers, their manage- 
rivers. ee ° 
ment by the yradars, the overbearing, oppressive 
and corrupt attitude of the majhis, serving under the wyaradars, towards 
passengers, their luggage and their conveyances, and thanks the loca 
authorities for taking prompt measures to check the evil complained of as far 
as practicable. The writer, however, points out that the negligent and 
oppressive conduct of the daradars and their majhis is a standing complaint in 
every flood season, and that, unless they are brought within the sphere of 
regular and organised inspection, no haphazard or slipshod inspection will 
set them right. The writer further contends that a certain number of rules 
ought to be framed for the guidance of yaradars, majyhis and passengers, and 
that proper steps should be taken to see that the prescribed rules are not 
violated in any way. The writer gives specific instances of corruption 
and oppression, and suggests a certain number of rules for the information of 
the authorities concerned. 
47. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 8th July suggests that the abolition 
of the Uriya language from the courts of Sambal- 
che question of the Sambalpur pur, in the Central Provinces, should form a subject 
ee of discussion in the next meeting of the Indian 


Failure of the Congress. 


National Congress. 
48. The Samvadvahika of the 9th July regrets to learn that the District 
| Magistrate of Midnapore imposed taxes on owners 
Taxes on religious carsin Mid- of gars in that district, and thereby interfered with 
napore. os : : 
the religious practices of the Hindus. 
49. The Utkaldipika of the 11th July regrets to notice great loss of life, 
oe due to the depredations of crocodiles in the rivers 
on entruction of life by crocodiles of Orissa, and observes that the Arms Act has 
8a T1Vers. 
taken away from the people the only means of 
defence which they possessed. 

00. <A correspondent of the same paper, named Padma Charan Mahanti, 
brings the condition of the Berboi tank, in mauza 
Berboi, pargana Lembai, district Puri, to the notice 
of the local authorities, points out its usefulness to the geueral public as 4 
valuable source of water, and recommends its re-excavation and repairs without 
any more delay. 

D1. The Samvadvahika of the 23rd July urges the landlords of Orissa to 
take advantage of the papers and measurements of 
the present settlement to apply for partition on a 
large scale, as partition proceedings, if conducted 
by a Settlement Officer, will prove less expensive. 

52. A correspondent of the same pee who professes himself to be an 

eye-witness, describes the condition of the munici- 


A tank requiring excavation. 


Use of the Orissa settlement 
papers in partition proceedings. 


The roads in the Balasore dis- 1 roads and of the Grand Trunk Road in the 


trict. R es 
alasore district as miserable and out of repair. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BeNnGatt T'RANsLator’s OFFICE ” 


The 19th September, 1896. 


